#; October at St. Gregory the Great

A Month of Gratitude, Community, Faith & Fun

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU, SGG FAMILIES!

As we begin October, | want to start with what is truly on my heart: THANK YOU!

What an incredible carnival! | am so grateful to all of our SGG parents and families who worked
so hard to make the day such a success. Thank you to our booth captains, everyone who
volunteered for their assignments, those who put in long hours, and the many families who
simply showed up ready to help wherever they were needed.

And a very special thank you to everyone who made generous donations—including those
last-minute donations that helped us bring everything together.

What touched me most was seeing our community come together. Parents, teachers, staff, and
families working side by side to create a wonderful experience for our children—that is what
community is all about.

It was truly heartwarming to see the SGG spirit in action. Thank you for making our carnival
such a special day and for reminding us of what we can accomplish when we work together!
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== Continuing Our Love of Reading

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our first-ever Literacy Night!

One of our goals this year is to continue creating a culture where reading is celebrated and
where our students discover the joy of getting lost in a good book.

We want our children to see reading not simply as something they have to do for school, but as
something they can enjoy, explore, and make a lifelong part of their lives.

Ouir first Literacy Night was so much fun! Our students enjoyed engaging activities, had the
opportunity to shop at the Book Fair, and enjoyed some fun and tasty snacks. It was a wonderful
evening filled with books, learning, and lots of smiles! Big Shout Out to our Student Leaders of
CJSF! They did an amazing job! Thank you PTO Board for bringing in the popcorn, what a
great way to end the night!

To boost student engagement, celebrate individual growth, and foster a strong reading culture
across all grade levels, we are refreshing our Accelerated Reading recognition program for the
upcoming school year.

Our goal is simple: we want every single student to feel like they have a genuine chance to
be recognized and celebrated. To make this happen, we are shifting key parts of the
recognition process directly into the classroom. The new recognition process for this year is
outlined below.

Here is what's new for 2026—-2027:

e Whole-Class Rewards (School-Wide): Classes that achieve 100% participation will be
celebrated during morning announcements once a month. As a reward for full
participation, the class can choose between a free dress pass, an ice cream treat, or
extra recess.

e Classroom-Level Top Readers (Teacher-Led): Monthly recognition for top readers will
no longer take place during morning announcements. Teachers will recognize top
individual readers and growth within their own classrooms each month.

e School-Wide Newsletter Highlights: Each month, the Class Participation Report and
the school’s overall top three readers will be published in the parent newsletter.
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Congratulations to the Top Reading class with 100% Participation Grade 1!
Honorable Mention Grade 8 with a very close.

August 24-September 24 AR Participation Class Report and Top Readers

Class Participation | TOP Points
Readers

Grade 1 13/13=100% | Michaela 205.4
Ezeokonkwo

Grade 2 24/26=92% | Stephen 90.8
Ezeokonkwo

Grade 3 15/38=39% Eleanor 61.3
Pooley

Grade 4 12/26=46%

Grade 5 5/28=17%

Grade 6 6/22=27%

Grade 7 13/28=46%

Grade 8 19/20=95%

Our book fair was another wonderful opportunity to put books into the hands of our
students. Thank you for your support! Thanks to the parents who helped with the Book
Fair! We will have our regular book fair again in January, so stay tuned.
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Give Thanks: Growing a Culture of Gratitude

This month we are also beginning something that | hope will have a lasting impact on our school
community: our Give Thanks Program.

| believe that a strong school culture is built through the little things we do for one another every
day.

At least once a week, our students will have an opportunity to pause and think about someone
they would like to thank. It might be a classmate who invited them to play, someone who helped
them with their work, a friend who made them smile, or simply someone who made them feel
welcomed.

It doesn’t have to be something big.
We want our children to learn to notice kindness—and to express gratitude for it.

My hope is that, together, we can continue to transform the culture of our school into one that is
warm, welcoming, kind, and appreciative.

Imagine the difference we can make when our children begin looking for reasons to say, “Thank
you.”

Student Council Activities

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Peanut Butter Drive—your generosity
made it a huge success for local families in need!

Throughout September for Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, our Student Council
helped us honor impacted children and families, including our amazing students who
donated their hair.

Stay tuned for more upcoming Student Council activities and ways to get involved!
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Get Your Yearbook!

Don't miss out on capturing this year's unforgettable
memories! Order your yearbook today to lock in your
copy before supplies run out.

Order yours today!

2 Trunk-or-Treat Is Coming!

It's time to start thinking about Trunk-or-Treat!

This is another wonderful opportunity for our families to come together and create a fun and
memorable experience for our students.

We need your help to make it happen!
We are looking for families who can:

& Bring and decorate a car
Donate candy
& Donate small toys or age-appropriate treats
Volunteer your time

You don’t have to be an expert decorator—just bring your creativity and your SGG spirit! The
more families who participate, the more fun the event will be for our children.

Stay tuned for sign-up opportunities and ways you can help make Trunk-or-Treat a fun and
memorable event for all of our SGG families! @ ¥
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@ Come Be a Part of PTO!

| want to continue my invitation to all of our parents: Please consider becoming more involved in
PTO!

We need you—not just for the big events, but at all levels. We need parents who are willing to
lead, parents who are willing to lend a hand, and parents who simply want to share their time
and talents.And there is something especially meaningful about our children seeing their p
arents participate in the life of their school. We want to teach our children what leadership looks
like. What better way to do that than to model it for them? There is a place for everyone in our
PTO community. Come out, meet other parents, share your ideas, and be part of making SGG
an even stronger community.

7 October Calendar & Important Updates

October will be another busy and exciting month at St. Gregory the Great! Please
continue to check the SGG Knights school app calendar regularly. Dates and activities
may be updated, and we want everyone to stay in the know.

Here are some of the things happening this month:

&) Hispanic Heritage Month
We continue celebrating Hispanic heritage, culture, traditions, and the many contributions of
Hispanic Americans.

J, Family Mass October 4,2026
We look forward to gathering together as a school family in prayer and fellowship. We
encourage our families to join us for this special celebration of our faith community.

@ Trunk-or-Treat October 24,2026
Watch for sign-up opportunities for cars, donations, and volunteers!

7§ Breast Cancer Awareness Month
We will take time to recognize and bring awareness to breast cancer throughout the month.

And, of course, there is always something happening at SGG! Be sure to watch for flyers,
announcements, and updates throughout the month.
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@ Stay Connected!

A quick reminder to please continue checking our communication platforms regularly.
If you are having any difficulty with Gradelink, please let us know so that we can help.

And don’t forget to check the SGG Knights school app calendar for updates,social media,
reminders, and important information.

Our goal is to keep our families informed, involved, and connected.

@ A Final Thought

As | look ahead to October, | am reminded that the strength of St. Gregory the Great isn’t simply
in the programs we offer or the events we hold. It is in the people who make up our community.

Itis in the parent who volunteers for one more shift.

Itis in the teacher who gives a child encouragement.

It is in the student who invites someone to play.

It is in the family who shows up and says, “How can | help?”

Those little acts of kindness, gratitude, service, and generosity are what make a school
community special.

Thank you for being part of the SGG family and for all that you do to make our school a place
where our children can learn, grow, and feel loved.

May October be a month filled with gratitude, faith, kindness, and joy.
Blessings,

Ms. Clagon
Principal
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